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Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction
Why am I here?

1. Weapons of Mass Destruction and the Iraq War

As a feminist anthropologist of Iraqi origin I can not help but comment on the irony we are facing when thinking about nuclear weapons here at Faslane. Trident, a weapon of mass destruction...  
Between 1991 and 1998, the weapons inspectors of the United Nations Special Commission (UNSCOM) and the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) revealed the existence of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons programmes inside Iraq and destroyed tons of chemical agents and munitions. Yet throughout their later reports UNSCOM inspectors stated that an extensive disarmament had indeed taken place. Inspectors were repeatedly prevented from entering sights, especially those linked to presidential palaces. Meanwhile, the Iraqi government accused UNSCOM inspectors of spying, an accusation that was later confirmed by the UN as UNSCOM had been infiltrated by US agents who passed confidential information to the US government.
 In August 1998, the Iraqi government declared that it would cease all cooperation with UNSCOM and threatened to end all monitoring by the IAEA.  This was the same month that President Clinton finally admitted in a taped grand jury testimony to an ‘improper physical relationship’ with Monika Lewinsky. The coming months, as Clinton was struggling with a Judiciary Committee investigating whether sufficient grounds existed for his impeachment, the threat of another intensive bombing campaign was evident as UNMOVIC kept testing Iraq’s compliance and cooperation.

As the so-called war on terror started to sweep around the world, most obviously in Afghanistan and Guantanamo Bay, but also inside the U.S. and the U.K., it became clear that Iraq would be the next target. According to notes from aides of Donald Rumsfeld publicized on CBS news, the Defense Secretary immediately wanted to go for Saddam Hussein and not only Osama Bin Laden, saying ‘Go massive,’ and ‘Sweep it all up. Things related and not.’
  Throughout 2002, the U.S. government made it clear that removing Saddam Hussein from power was a major goal, accusing the Iraqi regime to continue the production and use of weapons of mass destruction, and of having links with terrorist organizations, particularly Al-Qaeda. The official position of the U.S. was that Iraq illegally possessed weapons of mass destruction in violation of UN Security Council 1441 and, if necessary, it had to be disarmed by force.
 France, Russia and later China signalled that they would use their Security Council veto power against any resolution that would include an ultimatum allowing the use of force against Iraq. 

On November 18th 2002, a team of about 30 experts, led by the chief weapons inspector, Hans Blix, and the director of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohammed el-Baradei, returned to Baghdad to begin UNMOVIC’s
 work. Their findings were to determine whether or not Iraq would face another U.S. military onslaught. The inspection teams were searching Iraq for these alleged weapons for nearly four months prior to the invasion and were willing to continue, but were forced out by the onset of war in spite of their requests for more time.
 On  March 20th 2003, the invasion of Iraq began. 

No Weapon of Mass Destruction have been found in Iraq. However, Weapons of mass destruction have been used… 

2. Impact of Depleted Uranium (DU) on Environment 
The Iraqi environment has suffered from contamination with radioactive residue from depleted uranium (DU) bullets used in American air strikes. Already during the Gulf War in 1991, 340 tons of DU ended up on Iraqi soil:
Although the Pentagon has sent mixed signals about the effects of depleted uranium, Iraqi doctors believe that it is responsible for a significant increase in cancer and birth defects in the region. Many researchers outside Iraq, and several U.S. veterans’ organizations, agree; they also suspect depleted uranium of playing a role in Gulf War Syndrome, the still-unexplained malady that has plagued hundreds of thousands of Gulf War veterans.

When a weapon with a DU tip or core strikes a solid object, like the side of a tank, it goes straight through before erupting in a burning cloud of vapour. This settles as chemically poisonous and radioactive dust. Both the US and the UK acknowledge the dust can be dangerous if inhaled, though they say the danger is short-lived, localised, and much more likely to lead to chemical poisoning than to irradiation.

An unnamed U.S. Central Command spokesman disclosed to the Christian Science Monitor in December 2003 that coalition forces fired 300,000 bullets coated with armoured-piercing depleted uranium (DU) during the war. 
 Narmin Othman, Iraq's environment minister, said after the recent war in 2003 that some 311 sites were polluted by depleted uranium, the Associated Press reported.

Although the effects of DU are still debated, Iraqi doctors have pointed to the link between increased cancer rates and birth deformities since 1991: 

“Since 1991 the number of children born with birth deformities has quadrupled,” said Dr. Janan Hassan, who runs a children's clinic at a hospital in Basra in southern Iraq. “The same is the case for the number of children under 15 who are diagnosed with cancer. Mostly, it is leukemia. Almost 80 percent of the children die because we neither have medicine nor the possibility to give them chemotherapy.” Doctors have also recorded an extreme rise in cancer cases among adults. “In 2004 we diagnosed 25 percent more cancer cases than the year before and the mortality rate increased eight-fold between 1988 and 1991,” said Dr. Jawad al-Ali of the Sadr Hospital in Basra.

3. Iraqi Women 

Over the past years I have been recording life stories and oral histories of Iraqi women to construct a modern history and show the devastating impact of the recent invasion and occupation on Iraqi women’s lives (Iraqi Women: Untold Stories from 1948 to the Present, Zed Publishers). One of the many issues that came up in many interviews with Iraqi women were worries about their own and their children’s health. Based on the every-day life experiences of these women, there exists no doubts in their minds that there is a link between DU and the deterioration in health.
By the mid 90s, it started to become obvious that the use of more than one million rounds of ammunition carrying depleted uranium (DU) (Ammash, 2000: 169-178) by the coalition forces during the Gulf War had long term devastating health effects and contributed to the elevated rates of cancer, congenital abnormalities, genetic defects, infertility and various other medical conditions and symptoms. Any of these are similar to the ‘Gulf War syndrome’ experienced by US and British soldiers.
 Women were particularly affected, not only as mothers seeing their children suffer and even die but also because women’s reproductive health had been negatively affected. Several young women I talked to expressed a great fear about pregnancy-related complications, ranging from multiple miscarriages, and still births to children born with severe impairments.     

There has been a sharp rise in the incidence of cancer among the Iraqi population, especially in the South which experienced the heaviest bombing during the 1991 Gulf War. This rise in cancer has been linked to the use of DU-coated weapons by the US. For Iraqi women, the greatest increase has been in breast cancer, cancer of the bladder, and non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. The incidence of a miscarriage in pregnant women is 3.2 times higher if their husbands had been soldiers in 1991. There has also been a sharp rise in the incidence of birth defects and diseases of the immune system.

Dr Hala, who had quit her job at the Ministry of Health in the early 1990s and joined her husband in the family pharmacy with, tried to help her best friend, a paediatrician in a hospital in Baghdad:     

Every time I went to hospital, I saw children with birth defects. There were many children without limbs. And lots of children suffering from cancer. We had never seen so many young children with leukaemia before. It was heart-breaking, seeing their little emaciated bodies wither away. We did not have the right medicines for chemotherapy. It was very expensive, so it was only distributed in special hospitals. Sometimes we brought it from Amman but we could not afford much of that. Even educated people were living in poverty. 

All these issues are linked, directly with respect to Iraq, but also on a more general level. Although as an anthropologist I am academically more interested in every-day lives, I have learned form the few feminist IR scholars that we need to re-think security and insert human back into the equation. Human security is not achieved by Trident, DU coated ammunition or any other armed warfare for that matter.   
4. Public Intellectuals 

Finally, I would like to suggest that we academics need to play amore active and visible roles in informing the wider public, influence debates and take positions. Too often we are caught in ivory towers talking to our fellow experts. This is not to promote mere policy-oriented research and publications (those have their own set of problems) but to advocate the important role of the public intellectual. It is our responsibility to make our writings, ideas and theories accessible to a wider audience especially if they relate to existential issues that are too often left for the media and politicians to discuss. Although RAE pressures and general attitudes do not favour us going public, we are not merely passive victims of the system but it is up to us to re-define what our roles are.    
� Back in 1999, major US papers ran front-page investigative stories revealing that the CIA had covertly used U.N. weapons inspectors to spy on Iraq for the U.S.’s own intelligence purposes. ‘United States officials said today that American spies had worked undercover on teams of United Nations arms inspectors,’ the New York Times reported (1/7/99).  According to the Washington Post (3/2/99), the U.S. ‘infiltrated agents and espionage equipment for three years into United Nations arms control teams in Iraq to eavesdrop on the Iraqi military without the knowledge of the U.N. agency.’  � HYPERLINK "http://www.fair.org/activism/unscom-history.html" ��http://www.fair.org/activism/unscom-history.html�
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� The United Nations Monitoring, Verification and Inspection Commission was created through the adoption of Security Council resolution 1284 of 17 December 1999. UNMOVIC replaced the former UN Special Commission (UNSCOM) with the mandate to verify Iraq’s compliance with its obligation to be rid of its weapons of mass destruction (chemical, biological weapons and missiles with a range of more than 150 km), and to operate a system of ongoing monitoring and verification to ascertain that Iraq does not reacquire the same weapons prohibited to it by the Security Council. The Secretary-General of the United Nations appointed Dr. Hans Blix of Sweden to be the Commission’s Executive Chair. He served from 1 March 2000 to 30 June 2003.
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� DU is radioactive waste used to coat shells and ammunition because of its capacity to penetrate heavy armour and tanks.  It is both chemically and radiologically toxic to humans and other forms of life. ‘Upon impact, DU penetrators oxidize rapidly, spreading toxic uranium oxide particles. If a person inhales or ingests DU, it enters into the bloodstream and then can circulate throughout the whole body. Prolonged internal exposure to radiation may cause severe health problems, including cancers (mainly leukaemia and lung and bone cancer),: pulmonary and lymph node fibrosis; pneumoconiosis; inhibition of reproductive activities; chromosomal changes; depletion of the body’s immune system; and finally death’ (Ammash, 2000: 169-170).  
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