We, a group of international academics and students, will be holding a seminar outside the main gate of the Faslane nuclear submarine base in Scotland on Sunday 7 January. We aim to challenge, intellectually and physically, the Government's plans to spend £20 billion on renewal of Britain's nuclear weapons system. We will hold an outdoor seminar on the theme “Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction”, presenting papers on civil disobedience, the militarisation of academia and the status of nuclear weapons in national and international law. We will also point to the devastating impact of nuclear bombs and related weapons, such as Depleted Uranium hardened ammunition implicated in the increasing cancer rates and birth defects amongst Iraqi children.  And we will discuss the need to pour resources into tackling climate change rather than encouraging nuclear proliferation.

We are intending to shut down the base for the duration of the outdoor seminar. The papers will intellectually challenge the Government's position on the renewal of Trident.
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