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LEWES FAMILY TRAVELS TO FASLANE TO EXPRESS TRIDENT OUTRAGE

Four members of the Jolly family from Lewes travel to Scotland this weekend to join the ‘academics and scholars’ blockade of the Faslane nuclear submarine base.

They are protesting as part of Faslane 365, a year-long continuous peaceful blockade of the base aimed at applying critical public pressure for British nuclear disarmament.

Their protest has been given new impetus by the government’s decision last month to renew Britain’s Trident submarine-based nuclear missile system.

Faslane 365 is asking local, national and even international groups to come in numbers to Faslane for at least 48 hours to express their hopes for a just and peaceful future. This weekend’s blockage is bringing together academics and scholars from across the UK, including four from the same Sussex family. They are:

· Dr Alison Jolly, world-renowned expert on lemurs and specialist on human evolution.

· Professor Sir Richard Jolly, a development economist.

· Dr Margaretta Jolly, senior lecturer of English at Exeter University.

· Susie Jolly, specialising on sexuality and gender at the Institute of Development Studies in Sussex.

Dr Alison Jolly says: “Politicians who say we need to renew Trident sound like dinosaurs arguing for thicker skins and bigger teeth to protect themselves. We are primates, not dinosaurs, and we should be smart enough to figure out the real threats. No nuclear sub can stop global warming—or even keep open one maternity ward.” 

Professor Sir Richard Jolly says: “Britain already spends more on the military than any other country except the USA. Trident renewal will cost an extra £20 to £40 billion, and will lock us into more years of a military technology that is useless for us and deadly dangerous for the world.

“The government should pay heed to the admirals, generals and leading military advisers who have spoken against the peril and high costs of nuclear weapons which no sane person can seriously consider using.”

Dr Margaretta Jolly says: “The government went to war against Iraq on the pretext that it had weapons of mass destruction. Now it is opting to renew our own weapons of mass destruction whilst emphatically telling other countries that they cannot acquire such technology. Instead, we must demand that our government finds the courage and honesty to lead a carefully negotiated process of non-proliferation and de-escalation.”

Susie Jolly says: “Renewing Trident is madness.  All four of us are prepared to face arrest to get this point across.”
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