
The Arrest Process   Blockading Faslane―

Sit in Road

Warning Issued
Possibly by senior officer to whole group (possibly several times).

Blockaders Surrounded by Police
Supporters probably also have line of police 

keeping them on pavement.

Blockaders Screened Off
People locked on may be surrounded by 

portable screens.

Arrested
Told you are under arrest by your two arresting officers.  Anyone “locked on” will be cut out by a specialist team.

Asked to Walk
Your arresting officers 

will ask you to walk with 
them to the van.

Walk to the Van
Or possibly to on-site processing centre. 

Will have a police officer either side 
(possibly holding your arm/shoulder).

Carried to the Van
usually by four police officers.

Queue for Processing
with your arresting officers one each side.

Photographed
Polaroid photo taken of you with your 

arresting officers each side of you.

Details Taken
Name & Address.  Will also probably 
be asked for your Date of Birth and 
possibly other questions but only 
have to give Name & Address.

Put into Van
Driven to Police Office.

Put into Holding Cell
With others from your van.

Kept in Van
In Police Office car park.

Taken to “Charge Bar”
This is the desk where the officer in charge of the cells is.  You 

will be accompanied by two officers (possibly holding your arms).

Details Taken
You will be asked Name, Address and Date of Birth.  You may 

also be asked other questions but you only have to give Name and 
Address.  You will be asked again even if already asked earlier.
You will also be asked a number of “welfare” questions (are you 

drunk/likely to self-harm, etc.)

Searched
Asked to empty pockets then searched (pat-down and 

pockets). Must be by an officer of the same sex. Even if you 
have already been searched you will be searched again (and 
more thoroughly).  Possessions are then put into sealed bag.

Asked for Reply
You will be told what you have been 

arrested for and asked if you want to say 
anything.  You do not have to say anything.

Asked for Reply
You will be told what you have been arrested 

for and asked if you want to say anything.  You 
do not have to say anything.

Put in Cell
Possibly by yourself, possibly with several others

Photographed, etc.
Taken out of the cell, 

fingerprinted (possibly with ink, 
possibly with an electronic 

scanner), photographed and a 
DNA sample taken (cotton swab 

from inside of your mouth).

Interviewed
It's unlikely, but 
you could be 
interviewed.

Charged
You may be taken out of the cell to be formally 
charged.  You will again be asked if you want 

to make a reply.  You don't have to.

Released / Held for Court
See Post-Arrest Procedure 

Flowchart.

This flowchart is to complement the description on 
www.faslane365.org/legal (and in the Faslane 365 Resource 
Pack) of the the process of being arrested.  See also the Post 
Arrest Process flowchart for options on and following release.
For more info contact the Legal Support Team in your 
Blockading Group

Items in dotted boxes are
  optional (the police's choice!)

Arrive at Police Office

RefuseAgree

Searched
Basic “pat-down” search.


