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Welcome to the Academic Seminar/Blockade at the Faslane Nuclear base in Scotland on the 7th of January 2007 (and the planning meeting on the 6th in Glasgow). This document contains all the information you need to know prior to the meeting on the 6th. Read it carefully and bring the paper with you! 

I am convinced that many people will be inspired and happy about this positive and pro-active action in which we do not simply protest the existence of nuclear weapons but do direct action to stop them from being used by doing the professional work we do as academics; a scientific seminar. The seminar is then simultaneous a blockade of the Trident Submarine base at Faslane since the seminar will happen directly at the North Gate on the road, i.e. a blockade of base work by scientific discussion! Personally I think this is a beautiful form of action, one in which we put our profession literally against the Weapons of Mass-Destruction. 

The response to our unique nonviolent action has been very good. But we have not reached our goal of at least 50 participants willing to be arrested. So please spread the updated Invitation (see separate attachment) to your colleagues, there is still time! (Register latest 10th of Dec). We are now over 30 participants willing to risk arrest and some others who will join in on site. And there are also over 50 persons who are interested to take part but have not registered yet but who we hope to join us. (For more information on participants see headline 4 Participants below.) 

The main support will be provided by the local F365 people, coordinated by Angie Zelter (local cars for the most frail, elderly and disabled; food; legal support and bust cards; training on the 6th Jan; accommodation.) 

If you do not find your name among the participants in the table below or the info we have on you in the table seems incorrect or incomplete (headline 4 Participants) please contact us and (if you didn’t already) fill in the tick box in the Invitation letter (so that we for sure have all info we need). IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT YOU CONFIRM your participation if you are not registered as definitive (i.e. do not find your name in the table or you are not having a “Yes” or “X” indicating that you have registered).  

Student participation: A group of 11 Oxford students, joined by c. 6 students from Sussex and Edinburgh universities, and perhaps a few more will be joining our Academic Blockade! That is great news and might mean that they will be blockading the other main gate at the same time as we or that they will join us as students listening on or participating at the seminar. They will be doing lots of creative but legal things on the 6th, and then hope to effectively blockade on the 7th (they have plans of using lock-ons maybe). They will be using short 'personal statements' to get their individual message across, under the simple general banner of 'students say no to Trident'. For example the Oxford students’ contact, Jo Tyabji’s, personal message is that the money needs to be spent on achieving the emissions cap set out in the Contraction and Convergence framework to tackle Climate Change.

The deadline for registering is extended to the 10th Dec but then that is the final date since we need time to organise the action. The 10th of Dec is also the new deadline for sending in paper proposals for the seminar (se info under headline no. 8 below). The final paper should be about 1-5 pages, complete texts done by at the latest 1st of January.

Since there have been organised nonviolent actions against the base during the last several years there are good relations with the police (as you will see on the headline 7 Update on F365). The police are normally friendly and respectful, not using brutal tactics but calm arrests. So far several hundreds (about 400) have been arrested in the F365 campaign and all, including internationals, have been held until the next working day and given so called “PF letters” saying they will not be taken to court this time…So those of you who have not yet decided to risk arrest, this is your chance to gain an experience of nonviolent responsible academic field work, i.e. action for a pro-human science! 

Hopefully this update will answer all your questions about the planned action, if not please feel free to contact Stellan at the address above. 

Hope to see you all on the 6th January for the briefing in Glasgow or on the 7th at the North Gate of Faslane at 10 a.m., 

Dr. Stellan Vinthagen

On behalf of the planned Seminar Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction,
1. PRACTICAL INFORMATION

Here is some practical information for you about the Academic Seminar Bloc. Besides the information you find here there is a lot of general information about the Trident Nuclear Weapons, the Faslane base, the Faslane 365 campaign, transport, legal information, previous and coming actions, etc. at www.faslane365.org  
Saturday 6th Jan 2007 (6 pm – 10 pm), Glasgow

There will be a short briefing the evening before (Note the changed time: 6 pm – 10 pm). The meeting will take place at the Friends Meeting Place in Glasgow (see headline 3 Accommodation). In order to make the action as smooth and effective as possible we will have a specific and readymade plan when you arrive. Then the plan will be clarified and we will have a short training exercise on how to deal with police interrogation and the arrest situation (with a set of recommendations of how to behave). The action plan will then make it clear what groups do what, when and how, what our nonviolent safety guidelines are in order to make sure everyone is included and feels comfortable in taking part, etc.

Transport  will be available for those who can’t use public transport to Faslane (see headline 2 Getting there). There is maybe a possibility that we have enough car space between us but count on going there by public transport that takes about 70 minutes. 

Sunday 7th Jan 2007 (10 am – 4 pm), Faslane

We will all meet at 10a.m. at the North Gate of Faslane Base on the Sunday 7th January. 

We will do one day of blockading between 10 am and 4 pm. If we are enough people we will also blockade at the other main gate. At around 10a.m. we will begin with a speak-out and read-out event close to the base but not on the road or gate, after which (or during which) those willing to blockade will do so. Thus we will have a chance to make a statement before getting arrested. Here everyone can make a contribution, including those participants who do not risk arrest. 

The plan is not just the usual sit-down and get arrested blockade but an out-door seminar of scholars concerns about Nuclear Weapons. Our Academic Trident Seminar will use the normal equipment for a university seminar - papers, tables and a mobile white-board. The only main difference is that we will have the seminar at the gates of the Trident nuclear base, not in a University building. The theme is: Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction. At the seminar we will present and discuss our academic papers. In order to be able to act efficiently and safely we will be divided into small action groups of about 6-8 people (“affinity-groups”) so that everyone is among a group of people who know who they are and who will take care of each other if anything unexpected happens (which it always does…). 

Since the goal is to make a blockade with our seminar we will try to be at the two main gates, but if prevented by the police we will be on the road leading to the gates, or, if the police stop us from approaching, we will begin the seminar beside the police line and then try walking towards the gates until arrested. 

It is very important that we really do attempt to make our blockade. We are not there only to “make a statement” but to do nonviolent direct action against the preparations for mass-destruction taking place at Faslane. If the police choose not to arrest anyone we will take turns with our affinity-groups and blockade with our seminar the whole day until 4 pm. 

It will be cold and people will have to be dressed warmly in good rain-proof clothes for the long hours. Since we will not have the normal sound-system we will use a megaphone during our discussions. Each participant will bring their own folding-chair. 

If those who are willing to risk arrest are persistent they will probably be arrested and taken by police, held overnight and released the next day, when they will be collected by colleagues from their police station and taken back to our accommodation at the Friends Meeting House in Glasgow to collect their belongings and from there go home. Those not arrested will stay as long as they feel able or until 4 p.m. At 6 p.m. those who are not (still) arrested will be back at the Friends Meeting House and have a debriefing/evaluation together after which we all will be free to go home.

We adopt Faslane 365 nonviolence guidelines for our action
We are committed to always acting in a way that causes no harm to ourselves or others. We ask that everyone taking part in Faslane 365 respect and follow these guidelines: 

· Our attitude will be one of sincerity and respect towards the people we encounter 

· We will not engage in physical violence or verbal abuse toward any individual 

· We will carry no weapons 

· We will not bring or use alcohol or drugs other than for medical purposes 

· We will clear the blockade to allow emergency vehicles in or out of the base and then resume the blockade afterwards. 

Food

For a small donation (say five pounds) we will provide a basic supper at the meeting place on the evening of the 6th and hot soup and drinks at lunchtime at Faslane on the 7th.

Arrest and Legal info

So far, blockaders are being held ostensibly for court the next day and are then being given Procurator Fiscal letters saying although they have enough evidence to proceed in the courts they are not going to do so this time but may next time. Those arrested a second or third time for blockading once more have been given the same kind of letter again!

There will be legal observers and support and everyone will be given a short legal briefing and a bust card at the evening workshop. If you are not able to get to the briefing on the 6th you should read the legal information on our website http://www.faslane365.org/en/legal  (as should everyone if they have the time).

Local support work will be taken care of by the Steering Group of F365 through Angie Zelter but there are still some roles we need to fill in, mainly taking pictures/filming, press work, banners and lifts in cars. Please choose a task and sign up by sending Stellan an email. 
Press Group work:

The press work has not yet started but there are enough volunteers already. As many as 10 persons have said they will help with this which is really useful but if any of you would like to help facilitate this then please get in touch with each other (see email and name at headline 4 Participants, below). The press group need to discuss policy and write a press-release (with a model we all can use in contact with our local media at home, since they are the most likely to report on our action). And the group needs to choose press-speakers (at least one who risk arrest and one who doesn’t but preferably some more people, e.g. professors or high-profile names who are more attractive for the media). The seminar papers will be published beforehand on the web-site of Faslane 365 and should be available in the Press Packs, together with the press-release, produced for the media on the day by the Press Group. The Press-release needs to be mailed out to Scottish, UK and international media some days before the action, i.e. the first week of January. (See also headline 7 Faslane 365 update and “Media”). F365 have good recommendations at http://www.faslane365.org/sv/media_0 
Banners and signs: 

Since we are trying to do a seminar as a blockade we need to have banners and signs that display what we are doing; e.g. the name of the group (Academics’ Trident Seminar Blockade), name of the seminar (Academia vs. Weapons of Mass-Destruction) and some main messages to workers, military, police, media and the public (e.g. “Money for Science – Not Bombs!”, “Pro-people Science – Not Mass-Destruction Science”, or something else, more creative maybe…). Then it will be clear and possible to understand from photos we or the media take. So, there is a need that some creative people to do this work beforehand. There won’t be time for that on the evening of the 6th. Two-three volunteers can mail me as soon as possible. 

Training 

There will be a very short training offered during the preparation the day before our action (the 6th of Jan). But the student group from Oxford/Sussex/Edinburgh with which we cooperate will have a training for nonviolent direct action on Oxford on the 2nd of Dec. If you are interested to take part, please contact JoTyabji at joanna@tyabji.co.uk or at 07957 400 746. Those interested in a longer training (which is a good help to prepare for doing an action) can also contact F365 directly, especially Angie Zelter, to find out possibilities to join trainings (see addresses above). 
Bring with you (IMPORTANT FOR ALL OF US!):

1. Good raingear and warm clothes

2. Waterproof shoes/boots

3. Sleeping bag and mat

4. Folding-chair (to sit on during the seminar)

5. Something to say or read out

6. Snacks, energy bars to keep you going during the day

7. Reading material for overnight in the police cell

2: GETTING THERE (and getting away again!)*

Most of you will need to organise your travel yourselves. You can get everywhere by public transport - for advice see our website at http://www.faslane365.org/en/transport. If you have a car and are not an arrestable blockader let us know if it might be used to take people up to the North gate and back on the 7th and also to pick people up from police stations.

Those of you who have special needs of transport (are elderly or disabled) will get transport from the local support group. But please let us know beforehand so that we can plan in time! 

There are good public transport options from Glasgow. At the time of writing trains from Queen Street station (low level) for Helensburgh leave every half-hour from early till late. There is a regular bus service (No 316) which runs every half-hour weekdays and 2 hourly on Sundays from Helensburgh’s Colquhoun Square (destination Garelochhead or

Coulport) which stop at Faslane Peace Camp or Faslane north gate. For information you can ring 0870 6082608. There is also a train service from Queen Street (main level: destination Mallaig/ Oban) which stops at Garelochhead (about a mile walk from Faslane north gate). Check the current situation with Traveline Scotland (http://www.travelinescotland.com/)

<http://www.travelinescotland.com/%29>. There are also ferries from Cowal and Inverclyde to Helensburgh and Kilcreggan.

It takes about 20 minutes to walk from Garelochead train station to Faslane Main Gate. It takes about 20 minutes to walk from the Main North Gate to the South Gate. It takes about two and a half hours to walk from Helensburgh to the South gate (which is very close to Faslane Peace Camp). And another useful timing is that by car it takes about 20 minutes to get from Coulport to Faslane.

3: ACCOMMODATION AND MEETING PLACE: Friends Meeting House (on the 6th and 7th Jan)

38 Elmbank Crescent, Glasgow G2 4PS

Mapp at http://tinyurl.com/ybteju
It would be good if everyone who is able could meet at Friends Meeting House in Glasgow for a briefing and supper at 6p.m. probably until around 10p.m. or so. Anyone with no other accommodation plans can stay on the floor in this church (so bring mats and sleeping bags). 

From Glasgow Central Station

Use main (north) exit, go left along Gordon Street to Hope Street. Cross Hope Street to bus stops. Take either 62 or 950 and ask to be let off at the Holland Street Stop. Elmbank St. is parallel to Holland Street. Go up Elmbank Street and Elmbank Crescent is first on your left. Have change ready – buses only take exact change. You can also walk – it takes about twenty minutes. Leave main (north) entrance onto Gordon St. go left and turn right on to Hope Street.  Take second left onto St. Vincent St. You are then on St. Vincent Street for 1 ½ kilometres. Elmbank Street is on you right – go up it and turn first left onto Elmbank Crescent

From Glasgow Queen Street Station

Go down to lower level and take westbound train to Charing Cross. You exit from the station onto Elmbank Crescent. You can also walk – it takes about twenty minutes. Leave south entrance onto George Square – go onto St. Vincent St. at south end, turning right (west). You are then on St. Vincent Street for 1 ½ kilometres. Elmbank Street is on you right – go up it and turn first left onto Elmbank Crescent.

If you get lost call 07876593016

Please observe you will need a sleeping bag and sleeping mat. Communal vegan food will be provided. Showers are available.

Anyone who prefers and can afford it can of course book a Bead & Breakfast or room in a hotel, but then you have to organise that yourself. 
4. PARTICIPANTS (Confirmed and interested)

As you see in this table which summaries the participants so far there are a lot of things unclear still. We need to get confirmation from those of you who have not made it clear IF you are coming, if you are willing to risk ARREST or not, WHEN (6th or 7th  January), if you need ACCOMODATION , want to take part in a special TRAINING (half a day at Glasgow 6th January, or maybe in other towns during Dec.), will submit a short research PAPER to the seminar on the 7th (latest 1st of Jan), can ASSIST with making banners, do documentation or help with bring people in your car. Those who have not signed the statement of support for the campaign, please do that (see statement in the end of the Invitation). 
Email stellan.vinthagen@globalstudies.gu.se and confirm the things that are unclear or wrong. 

If you do not find your name in the table it is even more important that you submit information quickly. 

To those who signed up for giving a lecture/seminar in Faslane: The planned pre-seminar/lectures for local groups in Faslane/Glasgow are cancelled. There is not enough available time and resources in the F365 group to organise this and only two from the academics volunteered to do such work. 

In this public version I have deleted the TABLE with detailed information (if you register by filling in the tick box in the Invitation, se separate file, you will get access to the list of participants). 
But generally speaking, among the participants are: 
Senior lecturer Nadje Al-Ali, Prof. Mark Blaxter, Dr. Max Farrar, Dr. Isabelle Fremeaux, Research Assistant Kevin Gillan, Researcher Alice Gray, Lecturer Simon Heywood, , Prof. Lynn Jamieson, Lecturer Justin Kenrick, Lecturer Chris Land, Lecturer Gary Potter, Prof. Kouichi Toyoshima, Research Fellow Mick Wilkinson, 
Ass. Prof. Bertil Egerö, Dr. Marion Hersh,  Dr Hugh V.St.A.Hubbard, Prof. Emeritus John M Hull, Prof. Lyn Jamieson, Dr. Margaretta Jolly, Sir and Prof. Richard Jolly, Lecturer Rebecca Kay, Prof. Alastair McIntosh, Prof. David Seddon, Reader Fionn Stevenson, Prof. Peter Nicholls, Senior Lecturer Stellan Vinthagen. 

5: LEGAL BRIEFING FOR BLOCKADING (F365 general info)
In writing this briefing we are building on many years of experience of blockading Faslane.  Many hundreds of people have been arrested and many more have taken part without being arrested and for most it has been a positive, even liberating, experience.

While the charges and police behaviour over the years have been relatively predictable, this project is, we hope, an escalation of the effectiveness of these blockades.  Faslane 365 grew out of a realisation that the state could cope with ― and work around ― one-day blockades, however large and effective, and a desire to be un-ignorable.  Thus, the state may also change tactic in response, and may use laws or powers that they have not used at Faslane before.  We believe that, together, we are strong enough to overcome these issues if they do arise.  The Legal Support Working Group will provide information and advice and help facilitate a collective response should anything like this arise.

Legal Support

While direct legal support is, in keeping with the decentralised nature of the project, the responsibility of each Blockading Group, there will also be a Legal Support Working Group who will provide help and advice.  We will also help co-ordinate among the people doing legal support from the different blockading groups and provide information as to how the courts are responding to different issues (as much as we can!).  If any new legal tactics are tried, we'll keep you informed and provide advice and a communication channel so that we can all deal with it together.  The people within your blockading group providing legal support won't need any legal knowledge ― it's about making sure they know where you are when arrested, can tell friends/family/work if you want them to, can tell a solicitor if you want one, make sure someone picks you up when you're released, that people come to court with you (if you even get taken to court).  We'll provide advice and training as required.

Possible Charges

Remember when reading this that some of what we cover here is worst-case scenarios.  It is quite possible that no-one will face anything more serious than Breach of the Peace or Obstructing an Officer in the Course of Their Duty.

Blockading

If you go onto the road at the entrance to the base it is likely that at some stage the police will tell you to move. If you refuse then you may be arrested.  Ironically, given the reason why we're doing it, the usual charge is Breach of the Peace!  Sometimes the police issue a warning to a whole group of people before moving in to arrest individuals. Our experience from previous blockades at Faslane is that if you stay on the pavement or move there when told to it is unlikely that you will be arrested.  This may change if the police or the base get interdicts or similar (see below).  The Legal Support Working Group will help keep your legal support team up to date on this.

Breach of the Peace is a common-law offence (which means it's defined by previous court judgments rather than by Act of Parliament).  While the offence goes back centuries the leading judgments (High Court rulings which define what BoP means) are fairly recent and tend to involve anti-nuclear protesters who blockaded Faslane!  In theory, BoP requires “conduct severe enough to cause alarm to ordinary people and threaten serious disturbance to the community”. It should be conduct that is “genuinely alarming and disturbing, in its context, to any reasonable person ... it is clear that something substantially greater than mere irritation is involved”.  In practice the courts do usually reckon that this includes peacefully sitting in the road at Faslane and you are likely to be convicted.

However, they may well not prosecute everyone ― the courts have a finite capacity.  Some people may be offered Fixed Penalty Notices, which are a bit like a speeding fine in that if you pay (they're usually £50) you don't get a criminal record.  Some will hear nothing at all.  Some will be prosecuted.  This can be either in the District Court or in the Sheriff Court (the Procurator Fiscal gets to choose) and usually results in a fine of £50-£100 if you plead guilty or £100-£200 if you plead not guilty.  One of the avenues they might take to try and discourage us is to increase the levels of these fines.  This could well be challenged, depending on how it is done (we have had fines reduced on appeal before).

There are other offences they could charge us with for blockading ― under the Roads (Scotland) Act for example ― but they're of a similar level and certainly no harder to defend.

Resisting Arrest / Obstructing an Officer in the Course of Their Duty

If you are locked-on, fail to move when told to, or after arrest, then they may add one of these charges.  This may (especially the resisting arrest) be dropped before the case gets to court but it may be prosecuted.  Like BoP, these charges cover a huge range of situations and so the theoretical maximum is high but, given the non-violent and accountable nature of these actions, this would be very much towards the trivial end of the spectrum and would usually result in a small fine.

Conspiracy

It is always a possibility that they may decide to act pre-emptively and arrest people they see as organisers on a conspiracy charge.  This is potentially a more serious charge but political conspiracy charges are rare for a reason ― they usually backfire on the government!  The people most at risk of this are the Steering Group.  We will make sure that all the Blockading Groups have each others contact details just in case.

Other Offences

It is also possible that they may decide to use section 14 of the Public Order Act (which allows them to put conditions on assemblies in certain situations).  Depending on how it's done there are a number of ways to challenge this.  The likely sentence, if convicted, would again be a smallish fine.  It could make life more difficult for supporters who wish to be present but not to risk arrest ― but if they do impose an s14 they should provide a space in which we are allowed to be.  If there were a total ban on assembly imposed then supporters would become potentially arrestable.  We will be able to help advise what is likely to be do-able without risking arrest once the terms of the exact order are known.  Remember also that the rights to Freedom of Assembly and Freedom of Expression are enshrined in the European Convention on Human Rights and into Scots law via the Scotland Act and Human Rights Act.  We may well be able to challenge these orders if they become too restrictive.

It is also possible that either the MoD, the local authority or the police may try and obtain ASBOs or even interdicts.  This would be a sign that we were getting somewhere.  ASBOs probably wouldn't make a huge difference although it may inconvenience supporters ― many of the comments above on s14, etc. apply here as well.  An interdict would be a sign of desperation on their part but one, which could require a collective response from all the Blockading Groups but which could be overcome or worked around.

Finally, if there is any “disorder”, whether it came from us or not, there is the possibility that they would take the opportunity to try and use more serious public order charges such as Mobbing.  This is, essentially, a collective Breach of the Peace but is considered a more serious charge and could result in a jury trial.  That said, it is often easier, in this sort of case, to convince a jury of the rightness of your actions than it is a judge.

On the Day

Bust Cards

Make sure you have the phone number of your legal support team. This will be provided in the form of a Bust Card on the might before and on the day.  It is a good idea to write the numbers on your hand/arm as well. The Legal Support Number will be 07768-312678.

What do I do when I get released?

If the police can confirm your details and they are satisfied that the action is over you should be given all your property back and released. This can take a long time if there are a lot of people in custody so be prepared for a long wait. Hopefully, there will be someone waiting to meet you outside the police station who will arrange a lift.  Please inform your Legal Support team that you are out. 

What happens if I am held for court?

If you are charged with a serious offence or your details don't check out or you are already on bail or there is a warrant for your arrest or they've got a new policy to try and put us off you may be held and taken to court the next morning. You can ask a solicitor to represent you or just to give you advice. You will probably be released on standard bail conditions – this means that if you are arrested again whilst on bail they can add an extra charge.  Bail does not usually require the payment of money sureties in Scotland.  They may want to add extra conditions ― such as not to go within a certain distance of Faslane ― but should give you the opportunity to argue against them if you want to.  Unless you have a history of breaking bail you should get bail for these sorts of charges.

If I am released from the Police Station will I hear any more about it? 

The police sometimes release people on an undertaking to come back to court on a specified day within the next few days or weeks. If you are released without signing an undertaking then you may receive a citation (to come to court) or a fixed penalty fine in the post up to a year later.

6: THE ARREST EXPERIENCE (F365 general info)
What happens after I'm arrested?

The police will take you to a nearby police van. You can choose to walk with them or you can refuse to co-operate and be carried, but this may mean you are given an additional charge of resisting arrest (this is usually dropped if you go to court). At the van the police will ask your name, address and date of birth, they might take a Polaroid photo and you will be charged. You have the right to make a reply, which will be written down.  They may ask other questions but you don't have to answer them.

Where will I be taken?

If you are arrested by the MOD police you will be taken into the base and then either released from there or transferred to a civilian police station. If you are arrested by Strathclyde Police you will be taken to a police station, probably in Glasgow.  Often men and women are sent to different places.

What happens at the police station? 

You will be searched and your possessions taken away. Check your pockets BEFORE the action to make sure you do not have anything in them you do not want the police to see and that you do NOT have your penknife with you.  They will also take things like belts so make sure your trousers stay up without them!

If the police ask you to strip for a search (which is rare), ask them why and explain that complaints about previous strip searches have been upheld. If they insist on a strip search it is up to you whether you co-operate, but get the names of the police officers and make a complaint as soon as you are released and let Legal Support know.

The police will ask your details again and whether you want someone told that you are in custody and a solicitor informed as well.  Ask them to contact your legal support team.  You only really need to see a solicitor if you are being held for court but they can help sort out other problems as well.  You have the right to see a lawyer after being arrested.  You should have got the name/number of a lawyer from your legal support team before the action (the Legal Working Group can help them find one) ― probably on a bust card together with their number.

The police will ask your name, address and date of birth. They will also ask you lots of other questions but you DO NOT have to give them any further information. Tell them if you are vegan or vegetarian or need medication. 

If you are ill or injured you have the right to see a doctor and insist on seeing one at the earliest opportunity. 

You will then be put in a cell, possibly by yourself or possibly with two or more others.  The cell will usually have a gym-type mattress and you should be able to get blankets if you need them (but you might have to ask).  Likewise, you should be able to get water when you need it.  There is a call button in each cell but they can take a long time to answer so if they come by for any reason take the opportunity to ask then if you need anything.  You should get three meals a day (although they may claim you've 'just missed' one so it can only be two, depending on what time you arrive at.  They will come by and check up on you periodically and will take you out for fingerprints, to charge you, etc.

The police can photograph and fingerprint you if they wish but records will be destroyed if you are not prosecuted, or if you are eventually acquitted. Strathclyde Police use a new electronic fingerprint machine that is linked to the national computer. You will also have swabs taken from the inside of your cheeks for DNA tests. The police can do this using ‘reasonable’ force. 

If the police can verify your name and address you probably will be released. They check this by sending the local police to the address you have given and asking if you live there or by checking on the electoral roll.  However, they may decide that they want to put everyone on bail, so as to be able to impose a condition not to go within a certain distance of Faslane.  Alternatively, you may be asked to sign an Undertaking to come back to court on a specified day.  This means that if you fail to turn up on that day, they can add an extra charge.  They cannot impose any other conditions without taking you to court.  You do not have to sign the undertaking, but it may increase the chance that they hold you for court if you don't.

If they do decide to hold you for court, you will be held overnight in a cell at a police station.  They have to take you to court the next working day so if you were arrested on a Friday you could be held until Monday.  Try and get some sleep ― they will come round periodically (every hour or two) to check on you (by opening the little hatch in the door): if you can, then just grunt that you're OK but try not to wake up fully.  You will then be woken up very early, given some breakfast and the opportunity to wash at a sink in the corridor and then put into a van to be taken to court.  At the court you will be put into a large holding cell before being brought up to the court itself.  Assuming you are released on bail, you should be released from the court without having to go back to the police station

Will I be Interviewed?

Possibly.  If you've been arrested then you have a right to talk to a solicitor first.  Think in advance about what you want to do if you are interviewed and talk it over in your group.  You are NOT obliged to answer any questions.  If you decide not to answer any questions, then it's best to say “No Comment” or something similar to every question, even the stuff you've already told them like name and address.  Alternatively, you might wish to prepare a statement in advance, saying why you took part, then simply repeat that or say “I've nothing further to add to my statement”.  If you do decide to answer their questions then it's best to

· Try and stick to why you did it, rather than what you did.  Remember that you still don't have to answer every question.

· Not mention anyone else or what anyone else did, however seemingly innocent. It's your decision what you say but it's their decision what they say so if you're going to answer only answer about yourself.

What Happens When I'm Released?

You will be taken out of the cell, you may be asked to sign an undertaking, then you will be given your property back.  You will be asked to sign to say you've got it all back ― check it first! ― and then released.  Hopefully, someone from your group will meet you.  Ring your legal support team and let them know you're out.

Non UK residents

If you live abroad it is more difficult for the police to check your identity.  They may want to see proof of ID such as a passport.  It may also increase the likelihood of you being held for court, though this has not happened so far with foreign nationals taking part in Faslane 365. For more information see the more detailed legal briefings on the website.

7: FASLANE 365 UPDATE – November 20th.
Faslane 365 started mobilising for continuous peaceful blockades of the Clyde Trident base a year ago and the sustained civil resistance began on 1st October.  32 Blockades have already taken place covering 42 days. By November 20th, this had resulted in 301 arrests and more are being added every day. All but one have received letters from the Procurator Fiscal saying that although they have the evidence to proceed through the courts they are not going to do so this time. They have done this even with people who have been arrested two and three times. Whatever the reason they have for refusing to prosecute their response is encouraging more people to blockade. 

Having so many different people willing to come and disrupt the work at Faslane by blockading is sending a strong message out about how unacceptable it is to harbour Weapons of Mass Destruction. Groups have been from geographical areas like Assynt in the Highlands, Edinburgh, Sheffield, Newcastle, Wales, and from abroad, Finland and Sweden. Some have been organised around specific interests, like Religious Leaders, Women in Black, Green Party, Cyclists, Academics, Health Professionals. With the Westminster situation so comparatively bleak, and with Scottish devolution people are also recognising the need to put pressure on Scotland, which is overwhelmingly opposed to to nuclear weapons and could exert significant leverage by refusing to keep Faslane as a Nuclear submarine base. 

The largest group so far has been the Southern Quakers with 90 people. The smallest was just 1 person from Galloway! Some groups had no blockaders and others had 1, 4, 13, 25, and one managed 43! The diversity is also expressed in the way each of the groups brings its own special energy and tactics have differed accordingly. The vibrant singing, knitting, circle dancing, meditating, brilliant banners, red silken Welsh Dragons, Death striding around 10 feet high on stilts, samba bands suddenly locking on, tripods going up, people sitting down, lying down, standing and blocking the entrances to the Base, rain pelting down, gales blowing ……. each day is different. But the mixture of people of all ages (youngest arrested is 13 and oldest over 80) and all walks of life plus their constant plea to the police to do their law enforcement job properly is having an impact. Police are beginning to read the International Criminal Court Act, the Geneva Conventions Act, the Nuremberg Principles and to ask themselves uncomfortable questions such as what distinguishes a soldier from a terrorist or a murderer.

8: SUBMIT PAPERS TO THE SEMINAR! 

Seminar papers are supposed to be short and written by those who participate in the seminar at the gates of the base, i.e. risk arrest. The papers are our statements on why we are blockading with as usual appropriate academic references (1-5 pages, complete texts done by deadline 1st of January). 
Seminar papers for the seminar on Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction could deal with: 

· Why I am here today

· What arguments are there for academics to do civil disobedience and nonviolent direct action against nuclear weapons? 

· In what sense is academia militarised or part of the nuclear mass-destruction system. What can we do about it?

· Why and how academia can be a social force for peace, social change or nuclear disarmament? 

· What is the relation between nuclear weapons and the international and national law? 

· Are nuclear weapons a proper defence against the threats we face today? 

…..Or it could deal with issues like how the present world-view and structures undermine our knowledge base, military involvement in research funding, buying up of research findings by corporations, the with-holding of research results that are “controversial” or in opposition to corporate/established positions, how human intelligence and knowledge is not being used for the good of all or for the continuance of life on this planet but for short-sighted “profit” for the few. What is happening to academia today?! Within my own discipline? Is it becoming less radical, funding-steered, policy relevant and usable for governments, an industry for producing academic certificates? What can we do about that?

Mail your paper proposal to stellan.vinthagen@globalstudies.gu.se at the latest 10th of Dec. and complete papers at the latest 1st of January. Then the paper will be put on our website and used by the press group in their contact with media. All participants and interested can download the papers at http://www.faslane365.org/en/academics_and_scholars On the 7th you will have a chance to present your paper (if we are not arrested before that…). 

If you have any questions feel free to contact Stellan through mail. See you all on the 6th (for the planning meeting) or at 10 AM at the North Gate at Faslane Trident Base for the seminar/blockade. 

Peace and Justice

Stellan Vinthagen







