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News release – For immediate release                             

Interviews available – See contact below

Photos of action available from 7th January – Photographers and camera crews welcome

Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction

Students and academics risk arrest in a seminar at Britain's nuclear weapons base

On Sunday 7th January an international group of academics and students from Oxford, Sussex and Edinburgh will risk arrest whilst holding a seminar outside the main gate of the Faslane nuclear submarine base in Scotland. They aim to challenge, intellectually and physically, the Government's plans to spend £20 billion on renewal of Britain's nuclear weapons system.

Oxford, Sussex and Edinburgh University students will protest at the gates to the base on 6th January as a witness against the weapons of mass destruction on board its submarines. On the 7th, they will be joined by an international group of academics who will give an outdoor seminar on the theme “Academia vs. Weapons of Mass Destruction”. Papers will be presented on civil disobedience, the militarisation of academia and the status of nuclear weapons in national and international law. 

The students and academics have expressed their willingness to risk arrest, and their intention to shut down the base for the duration of the outdoor seminar. The papers will intellectually challenge the Government's position on the renewal of Trident. The academics' and students' presence in the road will physically impede the base's operations.

Jo Tyabji, a student at St Catherines College, Oxford, says:  “The Government's white paper contravenes international law and makes a mockery of the pressures on the NHS and education system. This kind of money could instead be used to fund 120,000 nurses as well as to scrap student top-up fees for the next ten years. I hope that our action sends a clear message to the Government that its plans are neither intellectually nor morally sound.”

Prof John Hull, Emeritus Professor of Religious Education at the University of Birmingham, says:  “As specialists in many fields, we are convinced that renewing the Trident weapons of mass destruction is pointless from a military perspective, economically wasteful, illegal and unethical. We refuse to be silent. Academics must come out of their ivory towers to confront this immoral policy.”

This joint action forms part of a year-long protest, Faslane 365, in which civil society groups will daily attempt to block access to the base.

(Ends)

Contacts:

Anne-Marie O'Reilly, Media Liaison for the Students block – 07840 381195 / annemarie.oreilly@gmail.com
Douglas Lonie, Media Liaison for the Academics block – 07809 441 378 / douglaslonie@hotmail.com
Notes to Editors:

1. The academic and student protest forms part of Faslane 365, a civil resistance initiative to apply critical public pressure for the disarmament of Britain's nuclear weapons. Groups from around the country are blockading the Faslane nuclear weapons base from 1st October 2006 until 30th September 2007. For more information, see: http://www.faslane365.org/
2. Papers submitted for the seminar will be available at: http://www.faslane365.org/en/academics_and_scholars/submitted_papers_for_seminar_7th_jan_2007
3. The current Trident weapons system consists of four nuclear-armed submarines, each carrying 48 warheads. Each bomb is eight times more powerful than the atomic bomb dropped by the US on Hiroshima, which killed around 140,000 people. 

4. Replacing Trident would conflict with the British Government's international commitments, including under the Non-Proliferation Treaty, which calls for both disarmament and no nuclear proliferation. Under this, Britain has made 'an unequivocal undertaking' to eliminate its nuclear weapons.

5. On 4th December 2006, the Prime Minister unveiled a White Paper proposing to develop a new generation of submarines for Trident missiles. He said submarine numbers may be cut from four to three, while the number of nuclear warheads would be cut by 20%. He said the UK would also join the US programme to extend the life of the Trident missiles until 2042 - and would then "work with" the US on successor missiles. See: http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6205174.stm
