Abstract Nuclear deterrence as a red herring
I argue that “nuclear deterrence” is one of these red herrings but as long as it is perceived as a common-sense rational for the possession and threat to use of nuclear weapons, then arguments about its illegality, immorality and illogic will be dismissed.  Thus the key to nuclear disarmament is to expose the rationale of nuclear deterrence as a red herring, that is, as a high-road rationale that masks more sinister low-road intentions.  Furthermore, it is essential if democratic societies are to remain strong for citizens to develop the ability to see through the distractions of these red herrings.  In this paper, I propose to critique nuclear deterrence as a red herring only, without bringing its legality, morality and feasibility into the discussion.  Rather I show that nuclear deterrence has the same properties found in other red herrings like offering tax cuts, invading Iraq because of weapons of mass destruction.  I also argue that once someone becomes aware of the red herring properties of the rationale of nuclear deterrence, that person will become open to these other arguments.  And for one open to these arguments, I strongly recommend Green’s (2000) The Naked Nuclear Emperor.
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